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partisans be without strength, and gain BO victory during
his life. And that Kudolph, whom the Germans have
elected for their king, may he rule and defend that
realm in fidelity to you! On your part, I give and
grant to those who shall faithfully adhere to the said
Eudolph full absolution of all their sins, and in entire
confidence blessing in this life and in the life to come.
As Henry, for Ms pride, disobedience, and falsehood, is
justly deposed from his royal dignity, so that royal
power and dignity is granted to Rudolph, for his hu-
mility, obedience, and truth." The censure did not
conclude without the personal sentence upon Henry. It
proceeded to the broad, bold assertion of more than
the absolute supremacy of the ecclesiastical over the
civil power; it declared all possessions, all dignities, all
powers, to be at the sole disposition of the Church.
" " Come, then, ye fathers and most holy prelates, let all
the world understand and know, that since ye have
power to bind and loose in heaven, ye have power to
take away and to grant empires, kingdoms, princi-
palities, duchies, marquisates, counties, and the posses-
sions of all men according to their deserts. Ye have
often deprived wicked and unworthy men of patri-
archates, primacies, archbishoprics, bishoprics, and be-
stowed them on religious men. If ye then judge in
spiritual affairs, how great must be your power in
secular! and if ye are to judge angels, who rule over
proud princes, what may ye not do to these their
servants ? Let kings, then, and all the princes of the
world learn what ye are, and how great is your power,
and fear to treat with disrespect the mandates of the
Church; and do ye on the aforesaid Henry fulfil your
judgement so speedily that he may know that it is
through your power, not by chance, that he hath fallen